Letter from the section president by Bennett, Andrew




This issue of the newsletter finds an active and produc-
tive Qualitative Methods section with membership at well over
700 and with some 80 students expected at the Institute on
Qualitative Research Methods at Arizona State University
this January, almost twice as many as the first institute in
2002. The section business meeting and reception at APSA
were very well-attended. Highlights included the presenta-
tion of the Giovanni Sartori Award to James Mahoney and
Dietrich Rueschemeyer for their book Comparative Histori-
cal Analysis in the Social Sciences, the Alexander George
Award to Peter Hall for his book chapter on “Aligning Ontol-
ogy and Methodology in Comparative Politics,” and the Sage
Award to John Gerring for his 2003 APSA paper, “Causation:
A Unified Framework for the Social Sciences.” The meeting
also elected James Mahoney of Brown University as the presi-
dent-elect, to take office for the 2005 meeting, and Deborah
Larson of UCLA and Ted Hopf of Ohio State University as at-
large members of the Executive Committee.
At the APSA meeting, I noted three priorities for the re-
mainder of my term as section president. A first goal is to add
to the section web site more curricular materials for helping
teach qualitative methods courses—i.e., discussion questions,
problem sets, and exercises (please send materials to Colin
Elman at colin.elman@asu.edu).  A second priority is to intro-
duce more qualitative methods courses into the curricula of
political science departments, both formally, in terms of course
requirements, and informally, in terms of individual faculty
(this means you, dear reader!) taking the initiative to field their
own courses. A third goal is to raise the standards for the
practice and teaching of qualitative research internationally,
building ties to political scientists and political science orga-
nizations across the globe. I urge section members with ideas
or initiatives along these lines to contact me by email.
Thank you for continuing to make our section a success.
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